SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 


HEARINGS wii £9 85 


BEFORE THE MAIN 
SUBCOMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE fTPE ~~ 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL SECURITY 
ACT AND OTHER INTERNAL SECURITY LAWS 


OF THE 


COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
UNITED STATES SENATE 
EIGHTY-FOURTH CONGRESS 


SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE 
UNITED STATES 


DECEMBER 18 AND 19, 1956 
PART 47 


I'rinted for the use of the Committee on the Judiciary 


os 


UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 
WASHINGTON : 1957 











HEARINGS Jui 19 


BEFORE THE 


MAIN 
SUBCOMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE THE ~ 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL SECURITY 
ACT AND OTHER INTERNAL SECURITY LAWS 


OF THE 


COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
UNITED STATES SENATE 


EIGHTY-FOURTH CONGRESS 
SECOND SESSION 
ON 
SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE 
UNITED STATES 


DECEMBER 18 AND 19, 1956 


PART 47 


l’rinted for the use of the Committee on the Judiciary 


os 


UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 
WASHINGTON : 1957 





COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
JAMES 0. EASTLAND, Mississippi, Chairman 


ESTES KEFAUVER, Tennessee ALEXANDER WILEY, Wisconsin 

OLIN D. JOHNSTON, South Carolina WILLIAM LANGER, North Dakota 
THOMAS C. HENNINGS, Jr., Missouri WILLIAM E. JENNER, Indiana 

JOHN L. McCLELLAN, Arkansas ARTHUR V. WATKINS, Utah 

PRICE DANIEL, Texas EVERETT McKINLEY DIRKSEN, Illinois 
JOSEPH C. O’MAHONBY, Wyoming HERMAN WELKER, Idaho 

MATTHEW M. NEELY, West Virginia JOHN MARSHALL BUTLER, Maryland 


SUBCOMMITTEE To INVESTIGATE THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL SECURITY 
ACT AN» OTHER INTERNAL SEcuRITY Laws 


JAMES O. EASTLAND, Mississippi, Chairman 


OLIN D. JOHNSTON, South Carolina WILLIAM B. JENNER, Indiana 

JOHN L. McCLELLAN, Arkansas ARTHUR V. WATKINS, Utah 
THOMAS C. HENNINGS, Jr., Missouri HERMAN WELKER, Idaho 

PRICE DANIBL, Texas JOHN MARSHALL BUTLER, Maryland 


Ropert Morris, Chief Counsel 
J. G. SOURWINE, Associate Counsel 
WILLIAM A. RUSHER, Associate Counsel 
BENJAMIN MANDEL, Director of Research 


II 








DEPOs; TED By T 
HE 
| WNITED States oF AMERICA 


CONTENTS 
| ! 
Testimony of— Page 
I abeenalibameneprenrns ds prinesnanenenes 3239 
De sd sesllneteniin ee enmladim pin erase cnasebine, 3300 
en nC I sek bere minee 3228 
vee See: COE RN nd ieee cne mn ewsicune 8232 
a caienemeseitn mierseienen 3243 





SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 18, 1956 


Unitep States SENATE, SUBCOMMITTEE TO 
INVESTIGATE THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL 
Securrry Act anp Oruer Inrernat Security 
Laws OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 11:10 a. m., in the 
caucus room, Senate Office Building, Senator Olin D. Johnston 
presiding. 

Also present: Robert Morris, chief counsel; and William A. Rusher, 
administrative counsel. 

Senator Jounston. I am going to ask the interpreter to raise his 
hand to be sworn. 

Do you solemnly swear that you will truly interpret to the witness 
the questions directed to him, and will truly interpret the answers 
given by the witness, to the best of your ability, and that you under- 
stand the language that he is speaking and can at all times interpret 
it? Will you do that to the best of your ability ? 

Mr. Hanre. I do. 

Mr. Morris. Will you give your name and address to the reporter ? 

Mr. Haprx. My name is Laszlo, L-a-s-z-l-o, Hadik, H-a-d-i-k. The 
address is 4200 Cathedral Avenue NW. 

Mr. Morris. Will you, as Senator Johnston administers the oath to 
the witness—and, Senator, may I say that the reason the witness to- 
day is appearing with this surgical mask and cap is that he has rela- 
tives who are still in Hungary, and his appearance here today would 
subject them to reprisals, in his opinion, and we are going to respect 
his wish to be anonymous, and therefore present him in this way, 
Senator, and also under an assumed name, for the record. He has 
given us his identity in executive session. 

Senator Jounstron. I want the witness to feel free to answer the 
questions, and we are going to try not to ask him questions which will 
identify or embarrass him or his family. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, the subject of this morning’s hearings, com- 
ing under the topic of tactics of world communism, is information 
and evidence we have received of efforts on the part of the Soviet 
Union to deport. Hungarians from their own land, and Hungarians 
have been the object of mass deportation. 

Now, we have arranged to have four witnesses here this morning, 
Senator. There has been a great delay in air traffic, and I am able 
to present only two of them here at this time, Senator, this witness 
el the one following, and it will be on the subject of mass deporta- 
tions. 
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Senator Jounston. Let the witness stand and be sworn, also. 

Do you solemnly swear that the evidence you give before this sub- 
committee will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Josern. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF MAX JOSEPH (A FICTITIOUS NAME SUPPLIED BY 
THE WITNESS), THROUGH AN INTERPRETER, LASZLO HADIK, 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Mr. Morris. Would you tell us, without revealing your identity, 
a proximately your age, and how long you have been in the United 

tates ¢ 

Mr. JoserH. I am 20 years old. I would like to stay in America. 

Mr. Morris. How long have you been in the United States? 

Mr. JoserH. Since the 10th. 

Mr. Morris. That is December 10? 

Mr. JosepH. Since December 10. 

Mr. Morris. Were you born in Hungary ? 

Mr. JoszrH. In Debrecen, in Hungary. 

Mr. Morris. And you resided in Hungary all your life? 

Mr. Josern. Yes; I lived in Hungary. 

Mr. Morris, Did you partepase in the uprising in Hungary— 
October and November uprising ! 

Mr. Josepn. Yes; I did take part. 

Mr. Morris. Again without identifying yourself, without reveal- 
ing your identity, will you tell us generally what your role was in 
the uprising ? 

Mr. Joseru. I was in the armed resistance. I was myself fighting 
in Budapest. 

Mr. Morris. Is there anything that you can tell us about whether 
or not the Soviet Union is now deporting Hungarians, either to the 
Soviet Union or outside of Hungary in general ? 

Mr. Joszrn. The evidence I Kate concerns a written letter received 
by me with approximately 50 names signed to it, in which they were 
saying, “Help us. We are being deported.” 

r. Morris. You say you received a letter from 50 persons who 
wrote to you, and this letter said,“Help us. We are being deported”? 

Mr. JosrrH. This document was brought to the student association 
by a railroad worker. 

Mr. Morris. Did you recognize the names of any of the persons 
signing that letter? 

Mr. Josern. I recognized approximately six such names of students 
who had been together with me in the students’ dormitory. 

Mr. Morris. What did you do when you received the Jetter? 

Mr. Joserx. The students then decided to go to the homes of these 
people whose names I recognized, and there they found out that every 
single one of them had not been heard of for 5 days. 

: anne. How long did you persist in your efforts to find these 
people ? 

r. JosepH. Of the 6, we established without doubt that the 5 were 
not home for more than a week. And we spent the week searching 
for them. 

Mr. Morrts. What about the sixth? 
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Mr. Josern. We didn’t have time to track down the sixth, because 
he lived far out of town. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know anything more about what happened 
to this particular group of 50 people who sent the letter ? 

Mr. Josepu. I do not know anything definite. 

Mr. Morris. Have you any other evidence—— 

Senator Jonnston. When were you last in a position so that you 
could find out anything about them ? 

Mr. JoserH. This was on October 27 or 28, and the document was 
mailed from 5 limes the vicinity of Miskole in northern Hun- 
Bary, M-i-s-k-o-l-c. 

r. Morris. How far is that from Budapest ? 

Mr. JosepH. Approximately 200 to 220 kilometers. It is very near 
the border. 

Mr. Morris. Near what border? 

Mr. Joserpu. Near the Russian frontier. 

Mr. Morris. So, in other words, if this thing was signed by students 
whom you knew as residents of Budapest, and it was mailed near the 
Soviet border, 200 kilometers from Budapest, the fesurniptton you are 
engaging in is that they were en route to the Soviet border ¢ 

r. Josepn. There was no reason for the students to be in the 
vicinity that they were. The letter was delivered by a railroad 
worker, and the text of the letter said, “We are being deported to 
Russia. Please help us in any way you can.” 

Mr. Morris. Where is this letter now ? 

Mr. Josepn. This letter is, as far as I know, in possession of the 
students association still in erent 

At the same time, they copied this letter in many copies, and posted 
it as far, as wide, as they could in town. 

Mr. Morris. Are any copies outside of Hungary now ? 

Mr. Joseru. No; as far as I know. 

Mr. Morris. Do you have any other evidence of the fact that the 
Soviet Union is deporting fellow Hungarians? 

Mr. Josern. The only other thing I know is that a colleague of 
mine who was a classmate of these six deported is now here in New 
York, and the address can be found out. I have not got it. 

Mr. Morris. Was he the gentleman who was supposed to be down 
here with you this morning? 

Mr. Joseru. No, it isn’t. We couldn’t find him in town, because I 
only got the notice late at night that I was to come here. 

Mr. Morris. So you will assist us in making this man whom you 
mention now, available for testimony here? 

Mr. JosEru. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. There was another incident that you told us about in 
the office a little while ago, which indicated to you that the Soviets 
were actively deporting Hungarians. 

Mr. JosEru. T talked to refugees in Austria, other refugees, who 
had already been rounded up from the streets, put into vans, and only 
at the last minute before being shipped out of Budapest could they 


are, 
r. Morris. Is there anything more you can tell us on this particu- 
lar subject ? 

Mr. Josern. These students, these people had also been rounded up 
in Budapest, and the only other evidence that I can think of is having 








3230 SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 


talked to a number of people who had rushed to them asking for 
help, because a member of their family or their husband had been 
grabbed by the Russians under some pretext or other. 

Mr. Morris. You had caine people who had rushed to them 
for assistance because these people had contended that their relatives 
had been deported ? 

Mr. Josprx. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Can you tell us about that? 

Mr. Josreru. One case is of a young couple. He was a driver, and 
he went down out of the apartment to bring something home, and the 
police, the Russians, arrested him on the street under the pretext of 
his papers not being in order, and of taking him down to the station, 
so to speak, to fix up his papers. 

His wife had known that this was, in Budapest, the equivalent. of 
being taken away without—and never being returned. That excuse 
apparently had been used before. 

Another story that I saw was approximately 160-—— 

Mr. Morris. You saw? 

Mr. Joseru. Yes; I saw—approximately 160 to 200 people as- 
sembled at the railroad station, the west station. Of course, I don’t 
know for what reason, but they were assembled in the railroad sta- 
tion, and they were herded in to wait 

Mr. Morris. What? 

Mr. JosepH. They were herded in all together, and guarded. 

Mr. Morris. By the Soviets? 

Mr. Joseru. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. And these 160 to 200 people were Hungarians? 

Mr. Joseru. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Did you recognize any of them or did you know who 
any of these people were ? 

Mr. Joseru. I recognized a number of students from the medical 
faculty of the university. 

Mr. Morris. Do you ie what happened to them ? 

Mr. Joseru. No; I don’t know what happened to them, because 
they were not close enough friends. I knew them, but they were not 
close enough friends for me to be particularly interested in their fate, 
and because circumstances and other activities carried me away from 
there. 

Mr. Morris. Now when you beheld them, were they closely herded 
together, or did they occupy a broad area ? 

Mr. Joseru. They were collected in one waiting room, and armed 
guards were keeping them in there. 

Mr. Morrts. Is there any other evidence that you encountered that 
would indicate that Hungarians were being forcibly expelled from 
Hungary / 

Mr. J Side I can’t remember any. 

Mr. Morris. Did you witness any Russian defections from the 
Soviet Army? 

Mr. Joseru. I personally never saw any, but I had constantly heard 
stories of that happening. 

Mr. Morris. I don’t know, Senator, whether, regarding things he 
didn’t see with his own eyes, whether you would want to have what 
he did here in the record. 








ee 
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Senator Jonnston. I think it would be well to put that in the 
record. 

Mr. Morris. Will you tell us what you did there ? 

Mr. Josepu. I have one story of paratroopers having been dropped 
in the vicinity of Szekesfehervar, S-z-e-k-e-s-f-e-h-e-r-v-a-r—that is 
about 60 kilometers southeast of Budapest—of the paratroopers hav- 
ing been dropped there, and as they were landing they didn’t know 
where they were. They didn’t know they were in Hungary. As 
soon as they found out that they had been in Hungary, they threw 
their uniforms off. 

hoy Morris. Do you believe that story to be accurate, and if so, 
why 

Mr. Josern. I believe it to be true, because I heard it from more 
than one unrelated source, and because one of the people who told it to 
me is a friend of mine, and I believe that that person would tell the 
truth. 

Mr. Morris. Did the friend of yours see it ? 

Mr. JoserH. I can’t answer that exactly. 

Mr. Morris. Is there any other information that you feel you have 
which you should give this subcommittee which is now taking into 
consideration the tactics of world communism ? 

Mr. JosrpH. One very important fact that I would like to mention 
is that the Russian soldiers did not know that they were fighting in 
Hungary when they were brought in. It was a well-known fact in 
Hungary that the Russians were looking for the Suez Canal. Some 
of them believed themselves to be in Western Germany, and they all 
were convinced they were fighting against Fascists. 

Mr. Morris. Is there anything more you want to tell us about that? 

Mr. Josurn. This happened, these Russian soldiers who believed 
that they were in Western Germany or were looking for the Suez 
Canal, were those who had arrived in Hungary subsequent to the 
revolt; and it is also, was also a well-known fact in Hungary that the 
Russian soldiers who had been on Hungarian soil before did not wish 
to fight against the Hungarians, and for this reason the newly arrived 
troops would encircle them in some way or keep them close to their 
barracks. . 

Mr. Morris. Encircle the occupying troops ? 

Mr. Joseru. The occupying troops. 

Mr. Morris. How do you know that ? 

Mr. Josrpx. This is a story which is current in Hungary, all people 
know of it, and the only proof I have got of it is having talked to a 
Russian soldier. 

Mr. Morris. You spoke toa Russian soldier ? 

Mr. JoserH. I spoke to a Russian soldier, who told me they had 
been sent to fight against Fascists, but when they had found out it 
was against the Hungarian people they were fighting, they decided 
that they were not going to carry out their orders. And this soldier, 
a e didn’t fight on the Hungarian side, he allowed the students 

ake his tank. 

Cae Morris. Were there many such examples as that ? 

Mr. Josern. I have heard of many, and I have per sonnlly’ 9 seen 3 
or 4 such examples of Russians handing over their tanks. 

Mr. Morris. You have seen it with your own eyes? 
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Mr. JosepH. Yes. Yes; with my own eyes. 

Mr. Morris. This other episode, a Russian soldier told you per- 
sonally that he had allowed 

Mr. JoserH. Yes; I personally talked to the Russian soldier. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, I think that about covers the subject. Be- 
cause of the shortness of time this morning, because of the late planes, 
we have not been able to have an extended session with this particular 
witness, or even with the subsequent one, but I suggest that maybe 
if he stands by and maybe if he stays in the back of the hearing room 
here, Mr. Bachki is back there, and he might talk with him further; 
and if there is any more information he has, we can bring him back. 

Senator Jounston. I think it would be well. 

One other thing before you go. Mr. Interpreter, would you give 
him a pseudonym that would serve to identify him ? 

Mr. JoserH. I have chosen Max Joseph. 

Senator Jounston. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, the situation I described prior to the testi- 
mony of the last witness prevails as to this next witness. He, too, 
has relatives in Hungary, and he has asked us to conceal his identity 
for fear of reprisals against his relatives; and, Senator, inasmuch 
as it is a most understandable request, and he has identified himself 
to us in executive session, we do know the people with whom he is 
staying here in the United States, and he, too, will testify on that 
same general subject as the preceding witness, Senator, we are going 
to respect his wish. 

Senator JoHNstTon. Will the interpreter please stand and take the 
oath ? 

Do you solemnly swear that you will truly interpret to the witness 
the questions directed to him, and will truly interpret the answers 
given by the witness, to the best of your ability, and that you also 
understand the language that he speaks, so help you God ¢ 

Mr. Haprx. I do. 

Senator Jounston. Let the witness be sworn. 

Do you solemnly swear that the evidence you give before this com- 
mittee will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so help you God ? 

Mr. Kovacs. I do. 

Mr. Morris. Have you a eset ai that can be used for the pur- 
pose of this testimony today 

Mr. Kovacs. Stephen, or I-s-t-v-a-n, Kovacs, K-o-v-a-c-s. 





TESTIMONY OF ISTVAN KOVACS (A FICTITIOUS NAME SUPPLIED 
BY THE WITNESS), THROUGH AN INTERPRETER, LASZLO 
HADIK 


Mr. Morris. When did you come to the United States ? 

Mr. Kovacs. Four days ago. 

Mr. Morris. Today is December 18. That was December 14. 
Were you born in Hungary ? 

Mr. Kovacs. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. How old are you? 

Mr. Kovacs. I am wondering whether I have to give-—— 
Mr. Morris. If it tends to identify you, naturally you do not. 
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If you give your approximate age, that would be satisfactory. 

Mr. Kovacs. I am under 30 years old. That is all I would care to 
say. 

Mr. Morris. Did you participate in the recent uprising in Hungary ¢ 

Mr. Kovacs. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Would you tell us, without identifying your precise 
role, tell us generally what role you had in that particular uprising? 

Mr. Kovacs. The revolt had started on the 23d of en and 
on the 25th of October was the massacre in front of the Parliament 
Building at 10 o’clock in the morning, and from that moment on I 
was a fighting participant in the revolt. 

Mr. Morris. Did you experience the massacre in front of the Par- 
liament Building on October 25 ? 

Mr. Kovacs. I was present on the Parliament Square when they 
shot down around four to five hundred people. 

Mr. Morris. Will you tell us about that 

Mr. Kovacs. Around 10:30 on the morning of the 25th, a number 
of tanks, manned by Hungarian students flying the Hungarian flag, 
were converging on the Saha from various directions. The 
students on hems tanks were yelling to the crowds that the Russians 
had defected to their side, and that there was going to be a large 
meeting in front of the Parliament. 

Mr. Morris. May I break in there to ask, do you know that the 
Russians were defecting to your side? 

Mr. Kovacs. This was the first time we had heard that the Rus- 
sians were defecting.. We were very surprised when we heard this. 

Mr. Morris. As a matter of fact, were the Russians defecting at 
that time ¢ 

Mr. Kovacs. It was not just a rumor, because the very tanks which 
the Hungarians were riding in had belonged to the Russians, and in 
many cases Russian drivers were still driving the armored cars which 
were covered by Hungarian students. 

Mr. Morris. The Russian drivers were still in the tanks ? 

Mr. Kovacs, They were still on the armored cars. 

Mr. Morris. Proceed with the narrative. I am sorry I interrupted 

ou. ‘ 

. Mr. Kovacs. As a result of this, in front of Parliament, approxi- 
mately, according to my judgment, 5,000 to 10,000 people had assem- 
bled. They sang the Hungarian national anthem, and then in 
rythmice chants demanded the removal of Gero, G-e-r-o, from the 
Government. 

Mr. Morris. He is the Hungarian Communist leader / 

Mr. Kovacs. Yes. He was first secretary of the Communist Party 
at that time. 

Mr. Morris. His first name is Ernest ? 

Mr. Kovacs. Ernest. 

Mr. Morris. Proceed with the narrative. 

Mr. Kovacs. On the square at the entrance to the Parliament 
Building, there were Russian tanks and machineguns, and, on the 
bufldings all around the square, Hungarian secret police, AVH men, 
were in hiding with machineguns. 

They didn’t think that this was any danger, first of all because they 
were so surprised by the fact that some Russians had defected, and 
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secondly, because they were completely unarmed, and never had a 
second thought about being shot upon, under the cirmumstances. 

When this crowd assembled, they were allowed to sing the national 
anthem in peace, because the secret police didn’t know their inten- 
tions yet. But when they demanded in chants the removal of the 
first secretary of the Communist Party, then they realized that this 
was some sort of revolution, and the first machinegun that I know of 
started shooting from behind the iron bars of one of the entrances 
to the Parliament Building. 

The crowd dispersed in panic, and many stayed there, lying around, 
some dead, some wounded, and some, also, who were either trampled 
to death or were pretending that they were already dead so that they 
wouldn’t be shot at. 

That is when my activity started, when I returned for three truck- 
loads of wounded from the square. 

Mr. Morris. From that time on, you participated in the uprising? 

Mr. Kovacs. Yes, then. Until then, of course, I was all for it, but 
this is the first time that I took active part as a soldier. 

Mr. Morris. Were you the object of any deportation effort on the 
part of the Soviets? 

Mr. Kovacs. Yes; I was, around November 15 or 16, after the 
Russians had returned with the new troops. 

Mr. Morris. Tell us what happened. 

Mr. Kovacs, Three days before this date, three railroad-—— 

Mr. Morris. Three days before November 15? 

Mr. Kovacs. Three days before the 15th, 16th, three carloads came 
in from Eger with antitank weapons hidden under straw, and that 
came into Budapest ; although the fighting was not at its highest then, 
they were still preparing and ready for more. 

Mr. Morris. These are Hungarian guns? 

Mr. Kovacs. These were, of course, Russian munitions, but they 
were smuggled into Budapest by Hungarians. 

Mr. Morrts. For use of Hungarians? 

Mr. Kovacs. Yes. Two railroad workers notified us of the fact 
that these weapons had arrived. 

There were not many. They were under straw in these vans. We 
couldn’t get to these weapons, although we had heard 3 days before 
the 15th of their arrival; we couldn’t get to it because the west station 
was so heavily guarded by the Russians. 

On the 15th or 16th, we went to the railroad station, sometime be- 
tween nightfall, when it got dark, and the curfew, which, according 
to my memory, is somewhere either 8 or 9 o’clock at night. 

The plan was to bring them out of the station into a building some- 
where in the vicinity of the railroad station. 

Of the 9, 5 approached the railroad cars, 4 staying a little bit be- 
hind, but, the minute we arrived as far as the railroad cars, we were 
surrounded by the Russians. The Russians then arrested all nine 
of us, plus another Hungarian who didn’t belong to our group. 

They took us out through a side entrance of the railroad statjon 
and put us in a Russian truck whose sides were boarded up. This was 
the Russian regulation army troop transport. 

In front of this truck there was parked a Russian officer’s car with 
more than one aerial, presumably radio aerial, on it. There were very 
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few people on the street, because the curfew had come, and we spent 
the night in this truck—the better part of the entire night. 

At dawn, about 3 or 4 other such trucks joined our group, which 
were also full of Hungarians, not all students, but some older men 
together with them. 

With these newly arrived people together, we were taken to the 
same railroad cars which we had tried to reach the evening before. 
The straw was still in the railroad vans, but the weapons were no 
longer there. 

Approximately 80 people were gathered by then, and we were locked 
in these 3 vans, which were coupled together, on a siding which was 
out of the way. 

Mr. Morris. You were locked in a van ? 

Mr. Kovacs. It was the normal red-colored cattle van, and we were 
locked in. 

Mr. Morris. How many toa van? 

Mr. Kovacs. Approximately 25 in my van, and they were more or 
less evenly snaitatiel 

Mr. Morris. This made for crowded conditions inside the van ? 

Mr. Kovacs. There was still some more could have fitted in. 

Senator Jounston. That is, standing up. 

Mr. Morris. How long did you remain in the van ? 

Mr. Kovacs. I stayed—I was locked in some time at dawn on the 
day after I was captured, and I stayed—I was freed about 2 o’clock 
in the afternoon of the next day, so it was more than 24 hours. 

Mr. Morris. Before we get to that part of the story, I want to ask 
you, How big are these vans? Do they compare with our boxcars, 
railroad boxcars ? 

Mr. Kovacs. I can’t compare it to an American thing, but my esti- 
mate is that it is 5 or 6 meters long; that is, 5 or 6 yards long. 

Mr. Morris. That is considerably smaller than our boxcar. 

Senator Jounston. Have you seen the French boxcars? About the 
same as that? 

Mr. Kovacs. Approximately the same as the Austrians. They are 
considerably small, is all I know. 

Mr. Morris. How long did you remain in this van ? 

Mr. Kovacs. I made a mistake before. I was locked into the truck 
on the street outside the railroad station at approximately 8 o’clock 
at night, and 5 o’clock in the morning I was moved to the cattle van, 
ane on the same day, at about 2 or 3 in the afternoon, I escaped from 
that. 

Mr. Morris. Will you tell us the circumstances about the escape? 

Mr. Kovacs. The vans were locked from the outside, but they were 
poorly guarded, and among the guards was a Hungarian secret-police 
man, too. We only met the Hungarian guarding us at 5 o’clock when’ 
we were transferred from the truck to the cattle van. 

Mr. Morris. Five in the morning ? 

Mr. Kovacs. Five in the morning. This Hungarian secret-service 
man let us all know if we were to be loud or to start yelling we would 
be shot down, and not to raise our voices for this reason. 

In spite of this, we did talk quietly between cars, and I succeeded 
in communicating to one of the railroadmen who had brought these 


three vans up from Eger, and he had also been arrested at the same 
time. 
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I thought there might be a chance to escape, and so I sort of lagged 
behind with the group, and that is why I was put in a different car 
from what my friends were, and also this railroadman. Therefore, 
they were one car away. 

This railroadman talked to me from the other van, and said that he 
was quite certain we were going to be deported. 

By this time it was a well-known fact in Budapest that deporta- 
tions were going on, and I myself had talked to people who believed 
that their relatives had been deported. 

Mr. Morris. Because they had disappeared ¢ 

Mr. Kovacs. Because they had disappeared. 

Two other gentlemen were in the van, and they had been captured 
in another part of Budapest already, 24 hours before I was, and they, 
too, had been kept in a cellar until they were moved to this van. 

Senator Jounston. Approximately tae far from the place where 
you were captured ? 

Mr. Kovacs. These two prisoners didn’t say where the cellar was 
where they were imprisoned, but they were captured on the other side 
of the Danube in Buda, which is approximately 4 to 5 kilometers 
away. 

We were convinced and are convinced today that unless we had been 
freed, we would have been deported, although we have no proof of 
that. 

Mr. Morris. What other evidence have you or what other experi- 
ence have you had with circumstances indicating that deportation is 
going on? 

Mr. Kovacs. One of these two railroad men who had brought the 
arms to Budapest was not arrested, and it is probable that one who 
had organized our release at 2 o’clock in the afternoon. And the 
reason I have to believe that we were going to be deported is that this 
eet came and freed me, saying that is what he was freeing me 

rom. 

Mr. Morris. Freeing you from deportation ? 

Mr. Kovacs. Deportation. 

Mr. Morris. To the Soviet Union ¢ 

Sa Kovacs. Our only rumors were that it was Russia, not any other 
place. 

Senator Jonnston. How many others were freed ? 

Mr. Kovacs. All three vans were freed by the railroadmen. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know of any other instances or of any other 
evidence which would indicate that the Soviet Union is deporting 
Hunyarians ? 

Senator Jounston. Just to get the record clear, where were the 
guards when you were freed ? 

Mr. Kovacs. The things happened so fast, we didn’t stop to investi- 
gate how it had happened, but we have a suspicion that the guard 
or two guards who were left there while the others had gone to lunch, 
were bribed by some sort of alcohol, bribed with some drink. 

Mr. Morris. The fact of the matter is that you knew the doors were 
opened and ya, got out; is that right? 

Mr. Kovacs. Yes. Even a couple of seconds before the doors 


opened, I had heard Hungarian voices saying, “Escape as soon as you 
can, because the Russians are on their way back.” 
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Senator Jounston. Do you know of any Russian soldiers that had 
been punished in any way for helping or aiding and assisting in the 
revolt? 

Mr. Kovacs. At the massacre on Parliament Square, the Russians 
who were driving the armored cars on which the Hungarians were 
riding, were also shot on the spot. 

Mr. Morris. The Russians were shot on the spot ? 

Mr. Kovacs. The Russians were shot on the spot because they were 
driving the armored cars on which the Hungarians were riding. 

One thing which was missed, the railroadman who was locked up 
with me in the train or in the next van, had come from Eger, the 
town of Eger, which is on the Russian border, and he based his idea 
that they were going to be deported on the fact that he had seen such 
vans going through. 

Mr. Morris. In other words, this man who was in the car with you 
yourself, had seen vans going across the border / 

Mr. Kovacs. He asserted with complete certainty that he had seen 
such vans going through his town in the direction of Russia. 

Mr. Morris. Tell us more about that. How many vans? 

Mr. Kovacs. We were concerned with quite different things from 
finding out, and therefore the conversation never came to a number, 
how many. 

Mr. Morris. But were they the same kind of cattle vans that we are 
discussing ¢ 

Mr. Kovacs. According to the rumors, there must have been a num- 
ber of such train units leaving Hungary, and they were all, as far I 
know, cattle vans. There was no passenger transport. 

Mr. Morris. Did this man, the railroadman in the car with you, 
know that they contained Hungarians? 

Mr. Kovacs. He was quite certain of the fact that Hungarians were 
in these vans that he was reporting about. 

Mr. Morris. Do you have any other evidence or information which 
indicated that deportation was going on? . I think you mentioned 
that in executive session. 

Mr. Kovacs. It was a commonly discussed topic that a certain num- 
ber of vans had left Hungary along the Russian border, from which 
Hungarian yells and screams were heard, yells for help. 

Mr. Morris. At the border? 

Mr. Kovacs. Yes, near the border. 

Mr. Morris. Did you notice any defections on the part of Russian 
troops ? 

Mr. Kovacs. Apart from the tanks which joined them at the Parlia- 
ment house, I have heard directly from workers in the Csepel factory 
that they had a number of Russians fighting alongside with them. 

Mr. Morris. Is there anything more you can tell us about that sub- 
ject ? 

Mr. Kovacs. As a personal opinion of mine and my compatriots, 
everywhere in the west, including Austria and here, the organization 
and the might of the Russian troops is vastly piebeptimabad’ ; We were 


in no sense as awed by the strength of the Russians when we were 
meeting them in the field. 

We don’t consider the Russian soldiers personally very effective, 
and if we had had antitank weapons, the fight would probably stil! 
be going on today. . 
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Their organization is bad, too, because I know from experience 
where I was fighting, that for many hours, for lack of organization, 
the Russians were fighting each other, shooting at each other, by 
accident. 

Mr. Morris. Would you tell us about that? . 

Mr. Kovacs. This square is called Moricz, M-o-r-i-c-z, Zsigmond, 
Z-s-i-g-m-o-n-d, and that was one of the centers of the revolt. The 
freedom fighters had captured the square, and the Russian armor had 
surrounded them. 

When the freedom fighters had become weak, then they decided to 
retreat, and they sifted out through the buildings, one by one. And 
we know for a fact that 2 or 3 hours later the Russians were still 
shooting, although the Hungarians were not there, presumably think- 
ing the Hungarians were still encircled. This was at night. 

I have talked to a number of eyewitnesses who saw the Russians 
hand over their armor, including tanks, for food, a couple of kilo- 
grams of bread, for instance, because they were so badly supplied. 

One of the reasons we didn’t consider them very serious and good 
soldiers was because, with a bottle of brandy we could achieve almost 
anything with the Russian soldiers. 

I have a very good and reliable friend who was asked by the Rus- 
sians where the Suez Canal is inside Hungary. 

We heard of a number of incidents from eyewitnesses, of those 
Hungarians who could speak Russian and talk to the Russian soldiers, 
and tell them what the situation was, whom they were fighting against ; 
and in practically every one of those cases, the Russians refused to 
continue to carry out their orders. 

Upon escaping from Hungary, I got the impression that the Rus- 
sian soldiers were also very afraid, because particularly at night when 
-it was dark, they never separated ; they always stayed in large groups, 
and almost always within the shadow of their tank. 

Mr. Morais, Is there anything else that you feel you can tell this 
Senate Internal Security Subcommittee about the general subject of 
Soviet tactics and Soviet world communism? 

Mr. Kovacs. Apparently, when the new Russian contingents arrived 
they, in almost every case, replaced the ones who were there; and as 
far as-I know, they either completely relieved the old ones, shipping 
them home, or just sent them to another area where they were unknown 
and where they didn’t, they couldn’t communicate, where they didn’t 
communicate with the people. 

Mr. Morris. Were they Far Eastern troops or Mongolian troops 
that replaced the old troops? 

Mr. Kovacs. In the last few days, they were Mongolian troops. 

Mr. Morris. What do you mean by “in the last few days”? 

Mr. Kovacs. Approximately between November 10 and 15, just 
before TI left. 

Mr. jiowam. The Mongolian troops were replacing the occupying 
troops? 

Mr. Kovacs. That is when we for the first time saw a larger number 
of these Mongolian faces. 

Mr. Morris. I see. 

Mr. Joseph, I wonder if I could ask you the same question back 
there. Were the troops that came in—I understand, Mr. Bachki, you 
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sent up word after you talked to him back there that the troops that 
replaced the occupation troops were Far Eastern troops. 

Is that true, Mr. Joseph ? 

Mr, Bacuxt. He told me just a little while ago new troops were 
brought in from as far as 6,500 miles, and some Russians with whom 
they could speak claim the reason for that being that anyone staying 
in ae like Hungary cannot be trusted by the Russian com- 
mand. 

He also claims that whatever the Kadar radio, the official Hungarian 
radio, broadcasts about workers going back to their factories is true 
only insofar as these workers go in there to pick up their food cards. 
But whenever they hear, the Hungarians hear, the broadcast that 70 
or 80 percent are working in a certain factory, they just smile. 

Mr. Morris. Well now, Mr. Bachki, you will swear, will you not, 
inasmuch as we have been taking this testimony, sworn testimony, of 
the interpreter, I wonder, just so that our record will be perfect, Mr. 
Bachki, will you be sworn to testify that the answers Mr. Joseph gave 
you were the ones you just gave us? 

Mr. Bacuxt. Yes. 

Senator Jounston. Do you solemnly swear that you will truly inter- 
pret to the witness the questions directed to him, and will truly inter- 

ret the answers given by the witness, to the best of your ability, so 
bale you God? 

Mr. Bacuxt. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF BELA BACHKI, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Mr. Morris. Will you give your name and address, Mr. Bachki? 

Mr. Bacuxt. B-e-l-a, B-a-c-h-k-i, Bela Bachki, 527 Mills Building, 
Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Bachki, the answers that you gave us were the 
answers given to you by Mr. Joseph, which was the assumed name of 
the man sitting back there? 

Mr. Bacuxt. That is correct. 

Mr. Morris. They were the answers given to you in response to the 
question I put to you? 

Mr. Bacuxt. Yes, sir. 


TESTIMONY OF ISTVAN KOVACS—Resumed 


Mr. Kovacs. One other matter I want to tell you is that commu- 
nism doesn’t exist in Hungary any more, and apparently there are no 


more than a few thousand people on whom the Russians can in any 
sense rely inside any. 

Senator Jounston. What has caused that change? 

Mr. Kovacs. The Communist regime, from the very beginning, from 
Gero’s first regime all the way to Kadar, had made so many mistakes 
and had been caught in so many falsehoods that even the most con- 
vinced Communist was no longer taking him seriously. And whereas 
a Titoist or Gomulka type of communism would have slightly more 
adherents than the Russian type, that doesn’t amount to a serious 
number, either. ‘ 

Mr. Morris. I have no more questions. 
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I want to thank the witnesses, these two witnesses this morning, 
Senator, who came with relatively short notice. I mean we had asked 
that they come down here, but by the time the notice was brought 
to them, we found we had to rush them to be brought here, Senator. 
And with the bad weather that prevailed overnight, as I say, we 
have only 2 of the 4 people we expected to have here this morning. 

Senator Jounston. The committee wishes to thank you for coming 
here, both of you, and testifying today and giving us the information 
that you have concerning the situation in Hungary. 

I have here also a letter written to the editor of the Washington 
Post of today, which I ask be printed in the record at this time, in 
that it is from Mr. W. C. Wentworth, a member of Parliament of 
Australia. 

Mr. Morris. He is a well-known member of the Australian Par- 
liament. He has a proposal here with respect to the Hungarian 
situation. 

Senator Jonnston. In this article there is set forth a suggestion 
that I think would be well worth putting into the record, and calling 
it also to the attention of our representatives in the United Nations. 

(The article referred to was marked “Exhibit No. —,” and reads 
as follows:) 

Exursit 406 


[Washington Post, December 18, 1956] 
Marcu Into HUNGARY 


It is intolerable that the Secretary General of the United Nations, acting upon 
the instructions of the General Assembly, should be refused access to Hungary 
and thus prevented from seeing what is happening there and reporting the facts 
to the world. 

The time has surely come when the General Assembly itself has both the 
right and the duty to convene in Budapest and to rebuke by its physica! presence 
those who deny life and liberty to their fellow men. 

Therefore, let the delegates to the United Nations Assembly gather unarmed 
on the Hungarian frontier and march peacefully across it, giving thereby a 
moral lead to the world in deeds as well as in words. If they should be sub- 
jected to obstruction, indignity or murder, then at least the whole world would 
know the nature of the threats which face it, and the Hungarian people would 
know that they do not suffer alone. 

The delegates are the accredited representatives of humanity and in the 
present crisis must be prepared to risk their lives like any soldier on the firing 
line or any citizen in Budapest streets. 

If some of the religious leaders of the world would walk across the frontier 
together with the Assembly they would be acting in conformity with the tradi- 
tions which they guard. Since nobody should suggest such a venture unless he 
himself is prepared to share in it, I would add that I would be willing to accept 
appointment as Australian delegate to the United Nations for this purpose. 


W. C. WENTWoRTH, 
Member of Parliament. 


CANBERRA, AUSTRALIA. 

Senator Jonnston. I want to also say this: I am asking that the 
transcript of this hearing, and further hearings on this subject, be 
transmitted to the United States Ambassador to the United Nations, 
Henry Cabot Lodge. This evidence bearing on Soviet tactics is not 
only of interest to Congress, but should be known to our delegate 
to the United Nations, and for that reason I am asking that it be 
transcribed and sent on to him. 

Mr. Morris. That will be done, Senator, as soon as we get the 
transcript back. 
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Senator, I might add that since the hearing has commenced, Mr. 
Lajos Ruff, whom Mr. William A. Rusher of our staff interviewed 
in Vienna last week for the subcommittee, arrived in the country 
this morning, and is available for testimony. 

I suggest, Senator, we have an executive session with him this after- 
noon, so that he may be prepared to testify tomorrow morning. He 
was in the midst of a 15-year sentence, had served 31% years of a 15- 
year sentence, when the uprising commenced in October. 

I have no more witnesses prepared to testify now, Senator. I want 
to thank the interpreter, who came down here at great personal sacri- 
fice, and who was very helpful to us today, sir. 

Senator Jonnston. The committee is adjourned. 

er at 12:30 p. m., the subcommittee adjourned, subject 
to call.) 
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 1956 


Unrrep States SENATE, SUBCOMMITTEE TO 
INVESTIGATE THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL 
Security Acr anp OrHer INTERNAL SECURITY 
Laws, OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE J UDICIARY, 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 11 a. m., in the caucus 
room, Senate Office Building, Senator Olin D. Johnston presiding. 

Also present: Robert Morris, chief counsel; William A. Rusher, ad- 
ministrative counsel; and Benjamin Mandel, research director. 

Senator Jounston. The committee will come to order. 

You will please call the name of the first witness. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, the hearing this morning is a continuation of 
what we commenced yesterday. In other words, these witnesses can 

ive firsthand testimony of the Soviet organization’s effort to deport 

ungarians on a mass scale from Hungary to the Soviet Union. The 

two witnesses today are both qualified to give testimony on that par- 
ticular score. 

The first witness this morning is Mr. Ruff, who has told us that 
he will testify without a mask. He has not expressed the fear that 
the other has of reprisals against his relatives in Hungary. 

Senator Jounston. I believe the interpreter has already been 
sworn. 

Mr. Morris. He was sworn yesterday. 

Mr. Haprx. My name is Laszlo Hadik. 

Will you identify yourself for the record this morning ? 

Mr. Morris. And you were sworn yesterday ? 

Mr. Haprx. I was sworn yesterday. 

Senator Jounston. The witness will raise his right hand. 

Do you solemnly swear that the evidence you will give before the 
subcommittee will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help aes God? 

Mr. Rurr. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF LAJOS RUFF (AS INTERPRETED BY LASZLO HADIK) 


Mr. Morris. Will you give your name to the reporter. 
Mr. Rorr. Lajos Ruff 

Mr. Morris. And that is your true identity ; is it not? 

Mr. Rurr. That is my true identity. 

Mr. Morris. ane) before getting into the concrete details of 


the particular subject for which the witness was called, the witness 
has a very interesting background, which I think would be of great 
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interest to the subcommittee in connection with this general subject 
of the tactics of world communism. 

Mr. William Rusher, of our staff here, went to Vienna, and while 
there encountered Mr. Ruff, and has spent many hours with him, 
and I think Mr. Rusher is qualified to bring out the pndestying. back- 

und facts which I think are rather essential at this time, Senator. 
o if Mr. Rusher may take over 

Senator Jounston. Mr. Rusher will take over. 

Mr. Rusuer. Mr. Ruff, what is your age? 

Mr. Rurr. Twenty-five and a half. 

Mr. Rusuer. You were engaged at one time in resistance activities 
against the Communist government of Hungary, were you not? 

Mr. Rorr. Yes. 

Mr. Rosner. Will you tell us, in a general way, the kind of activ- 
ities that you engaged in, and what years they were, what time? 

Mr. Rurr. I took part from 1951 on. This took the form of pre- 
paring the leaflets, in the 1953 election, against Rakosi at that time. 
In 1952 and 1953, for the May 1 demonstrations, we also prepared 
leaflets, and I also gave certain information to a Western correspond- 
ent friend of mine. 

Mr. Rusuer. In the course of these activities, ultimately you and 
the people you were working with were apprehended by Hungarian 
Communist authorities; is that correct! 

Mr. Rurr. Yes. 

Mr. Rusuer. Can you tell us in a general way how you came to 
be apprehended by them ? 

Mr. Rurr. After I had become suspicious, a secret policeman had 
gotten me acquainted with a secret police captain, the AVH, and 
then he arrested me. 

Mr. RusHer. You say when you became suspicious; you mean, 
after they had become suspicious of you? 

Mr. Rurr. Yes; after they had become suspicious of me. 

Mr. Rusuer. And how did the Hungarian Communist police find 
out about your activities? 

Mr. Rurr. Without sus ecting it, I became a personal friend of 
Mr. Bela Roezaboeldyi. T didn t suspect that he was a member of 
the AVH, and I probably mentioned things to him which caused my 
arrest. 

Mr. Rusuer. In other words, this AVH agent won your friend- 
ship and eventually betrayed you; is that what you mean ? 

Mr. Rorr. Yes. 

Mr. Rusuer. When were you arrested ? 

Mr. Rurr. On August 10, 1953. 

Mr. Rusuer. Will you tell us where you were taken and what hap- 
pened to you, in the first period after your arrest ? 

Mr. Rurr. They took me to the secret police headquarters in the 
Fo Utca, and that is known as the special matters investigation de- 
partment of the ministry of the interior. 

Mr. Rusuer. Is that the AVH police? 

Mr. Rurr. That was the AVH police, known under the pseudonym 
of special investigations department of the department of interior. 

Mr. Rusuer. And what happened there? 

Mr. Rorr. There, for approximately 6 to 8 weeks, closer to 8, they 
tried to get information out of me with common methods of torture, 
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and were particularly interested in whom I had given information to, 
Mr. Rusuer. What sort of torture, that you call common ! 

Mr. Rorr. They burnt my hand—— 

Mr. Rusuer. Is that the scar you showed us on your hand yester- 


day 

Mr. Rorr. That is the scar. 

Mr. Ruswer. Would you hold it up, please; just hold up your hand? 
Mr. Morris. Let Senator Johnston see it. 

Mr. Rurr. They knocked my teeth out. 

Mr. Morris. How many teeth did you lose? 

Mr. Rurr. Two on the left side. 

They also burnt my feet. For 5 days I stood in a cell 60 centimeters 
by 60 centimeters, without food or water, or being let out. 

For 214 days I was in a room up to my waist in water, cold water. 

Senator Jonnston. Sixty centimeters would be something in the 
neighborhood of 2 feet, wouldn’t it? 

The INTERPRETER. Two feet by two feet. 

Mr. Morris. And how many days were you in the room of those 
dimensions ? 

Mr. Rorr. Five and a half days. 

Mr. Morris. Go ahead. 

Mr. Rusuer. These are the methods that you call common; is that 
right! 

Mr. Rurr. That is what I call common methods of getting infor- 
mation. 

Mr. Rusner. So, is this what happened to you during this first 
period of 6 to 8 weeks after your arrest ? 

Mr. Rurr. This happened for the period of 6 to 8 weeks, and in 
the meantime, of course, they always took me out of the cell to ask 
me questions and grill me. One of the hearings lasted 36 hours 
without stop. 

Mr. RusHer. How did they come to knock out your teeth ? 

Mr. Rurr. After I had refused to answer 1 question, 1 of my in- 
quisitors threw an iron ashtray at me, which I couldn’t duck. 

Mr. Rusuer. What happened after this period of 6 to 8 weeks, 
what came next? ; 

Senator Jounston. Now, then, to show something concrete, I think 
you should get up and show that hand. 

Mr. Morris. Let Senator Johnston see the actual scar on your hand. 

(The witness arises and comes around the table to meet Senator 
Johnston. ) 

Mr. Rusuer. I think you were about to tell us what happened in 
the second period, after the stage of 6 to 8 weeks of customary methods 
of obtaining information. What happened next? 

Mr. Rurr. Then I was taken into special investigation, psycho- 
logical investigation room, which we nicknamed the “bewitched room,” 
in which they applied special psychological methods to us. 

Mr. Ruswer. How long did that last? 

Mr. Rurr. Also 6 weeks. ‘ 

Mr. Rusuer. Will you tell us something about this room ? 

Mr. Rurr. One lived in this room day and night without getting 
out, and there was complete darkness outside the 1 ventilation—-no 
light came in through the 1 ventilation hole in the wall. For this 
purpose there were special films designed which were shown to us 
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inside that room. There were lamps whose shades had holes in them 
and were continuously revolving on the ceiling. 

They gave us constantly shots of scopalamine and mescaline. 

Mr. Rusner. I think, Senator, scopalamine is known in this coun- 
try as a drug that weakens the will and weakens a person’s power to 
resist. 

Go ahead, please. 

The Inrerrreter. Mr. Ruff would like to comment here that he 
has agreed to write an article about this, and therefore he would like 
to answer only questions which the committee puts to him. 

Mr. Rusuer. All right. We have understood that, and we will 
take further information in this regard in executive session. 

Mr. Morris. Unless the Senator wishes to the contrary. 

Senator Jounston. Proceed, and I will pass on it as the questions 
are asked. 

Mr. Rusuer. All right, then. 

Will you tell us, Mr. Ruff, how long this lasted? You said 6 weeks? 

Mr. Rorr. Six weeks. 

Mr. Rusuer. And this was in the “bewitched room” in which you 
lived during that entire period; is that right ? 

Mr. Rorr. I was in this room day and night, and a doctor of Rus- 
sian descent, called Laszlo Nemeth—he was a Hungarian who was a 
Russian citizen—took care of me, and as far as I know, this is the 
only—he is the only expert of this method in Hungary. 


Mr. Rusuer. He is an expert in these methods of psychologically 
inducing a person to reveal information; is that correct 

Mr. Rurr. In these psychological methods. 

He came in every day and spoke to me for hours on end in a very 


friendly way. 

Mr. Rusuer. Was he a Hungarian? 

Mr. Rurr. He was prebahe of Hungarian descent, because he 
spoke very good Hungarian. He told me that they brought people 
into this room only in various special cases, because this method 
could only be used ona very intellectual sort of people. 

He also told me that Cardinal Mindszenty had been in this room. 

Mr. Rusuer. The “bewitched room?” 

Mr. Rourr. The “bewitched room.” 

They told me that by perfectly ordinary methods they could also 
find out what I had done, but they were not only interested in what 
I had done but also in how I was thinking. 

Mr. Rusuer. Where did you go at the end of that 6 weeks in the 
“bewitched room” ¢ 

Mr. Rourr. At the end of these 6 weeks I pretended to be insane, 
I broke things and made noise, and then they thought—thinking that 
I was insane, they transferred me to the insane asylum of the AVH, 
the secret police. 

Mr. Morris. Before you go on, was that Laszlo Nemeth ? 

Mr. Rurr. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. And I undestood you to say he was a medical doctor? 

Mr. Rorr. He is probably a psychiatrist. 

Mr. Rusuer. So you then feigned insanity, and were sent ultimately 
to the mental hospital of the AVH; is that correct? 

Mr. Rourr. It was their insane asylum. 
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Mr. Rusuer. And how long were you there? 

Mr. Rurr. Approximately 7 weeks. 

Mr. Rusuer. Seven weeks. Before the trial ? 

Mr. Rorr. Before the trial. 

I met 5 people there who had all been in the “bewitched room,” and 
all of them were schizophrenic. 

Mr. Rusuer. As a result of their experiences? 

Mr. Rorr. As a result of that. 

Mr. Morris. They were not pretending? 

Mr. Rourr. They were not pretending. They had been there for a 
number of years. 

Mr. Rusuer. And there were others like yourself who, however, 
had pretended ? 

Mr. Rurr. As far as I know; no. 

Mr. Rusuer. Now, then, were you left relatively alone in the mental 
hospital, or were further tortures inflicted ? 

Mr. Rorr. There were times when I was just plain locked up to- 
gether with normal criminal-type people, who were mentally ill, and 
sometimes they had special little tortures. They gave us electric 
current shocks, shock treatment. They wrapped us in wet blankets, 
and when the wet blankets had dried, the skin was usually so dried out 
that it split and cracked. 

The head of this insane asylum was a Mr. Istvan Nemeth. 

Mr. Rusuer. But not the same man ? 

Mr. Rurr. Not the same man. 

Mr. Rusuer. Now, from this mental hospital or prison, you were 
taken, as I understand it, to trial; is that correct ? 

Mr. Rurr. They took us back to the special section of the Internal 
Ministry of the Interior at Fo Utca. 

Mr. Rusuer. Will you tell us the circumstances of your trial, how 
long it lasted, and what you had in the way of defense counsel ? 

r. Rurr. In 1954, January 18, is when it approximately started. 

Mr. Rusuer. How long did the trial last? 

Mr. Rurr. Three-quarters of an hour, approximately. 

Mr. Rusuer. Did you have defense counsel ? 

Mr. Rurr. I had defense counsel in the form of a man appointed 
by the Defense Ministry, and I had no chance to talk to him or even 
meet him beforehand. 

Mr. Rusuer. Do you know whether or not he was himself a Com- 
munist ? 

Mr. Rurr. He had a large party insignia on his lapel. 

Mr. Rusuer. Did he make any serious effort to defend you? 

Mr. Rourr. He did absolutely nothing, and spoke only 3 or 4 minutes 
in all. 

Two members of the judges’ bench were in secret police uniform. 

Mr. Rusuer. They were members of the secret police? 

Mr. Rurr. They were members of the secret police. 

Mr. Rusuer. And I take it then, that under those circumstances, 
you were found guilty ; is that correct? 

Mr. Rorr. Yes. 

Mr. Rusuer. What were the charges of which you were found 


guilty ? 
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Mr. Rorr. I was condemned for 15 years for having organized 
against—having. plotted against the People’s Republic, for the down- 
fall of the People’s Republic, and for having disseminated leaflets. 

Mr. Morris. In connection with an election campaign, or gener- 


ally ¢ 

Mr. Rurr. Elections, and with May Day demonstrations. 

Mr. Rusuer. Now, after your sentence to a term of 15 years were 
you then taken to prison, to begin serving it? 

Mr. Rurr. They took me the very next day to the collecting prison, 
so-called, in Kobanya. 

Mr. Rusner. And how long were you there? 

Mr. Rourr. I was there until November 1, 1956, when in connection 
with the revolt, I was freed. 

Mr. Rusuer. Now, was Cardinal Mindszenty in that same prison 
while you were there ? 

Mr. Rurr. He was in the same prison until 1955 when, in con- 
nection with the Geneva conferences, he was taken away. 

Mr. Rusuer. Did you have occasion to see him and, if so, would 
you tell us about those occasions, or occasion ? 

r. Rurr. Since they still considered me slightly insane, and 
thought that I wouldn’t have the memory to say anything, they 
chose me for domestic work in the prison. As such, I was trans- 
ferred to the hospital of this collecting prison, where, in a special 
wing, they were guarding Cardinal Mindszenty. And in this con- 
nection, I was detailed to clean out his cell every single day. 

Mr. Rusuer. And how long did this go on? 

Mr. Rorr. ed 3 months I was doing this. 

Mr. Rusuer. And what caused you to stop? 

Mr. Rurr. On each of these occasions, Cardinal Mindszenty was 
standing in a dark suit, in the corner, and in one instance he dropped 
his handkerchief. I picked it up and handed it to him, and he fairly 
softly said, “Thank you, my boy.” From that point on, they im- 
mediately took me away, they didn’t let me finish my work. 

Mr. Rusuer. Did they see this particular incident ? 

Mr. Rorr. There was always a guard in the cell, as well. 

Mr. Rusuer. So what did they do; they immediately stopped 
having you clean the cardinal’s cell? 

Mr. Rurr. They immediately stopped having me clean the cardi- 


nal’s cell, took me out, stripped me and searched me, and I was never 
allowed to return. 


Mr. RusHer. And never saw the cardinal again? 
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Mr. Rurr. I never saw him after that. 
Mr. Rusuer. Now, then, you served, you say, in that prison until 
ou had served 314 of your 15-year sentence, and you were released 
y the revolutionaries on November 1, 1956? Is that correct? 

Mr. Rurr. On November 1; that is correct. 

Mr. Rusuer. And they released all the prisoners; is that correct ! 

Mr. Rurr. Only the political prisoners. This was done by form- 
ing five committees, on one of which I took part, and we investigated 
the prisoners to see whether they really were political prisoners or 
just common criminals, and the common criminals were not released. 

Mr. Rusuer. What did you do after your release from prison on 
November 1 of this year? 

Mr. Rurr. I had a friend among the committee which freed us, he 
was a writer, and he immediately asked me to join in their work, and 
told me to go up the next day, as a reporter, to the house of former 
Premier Rakosi. 

Mr. Rusuer. Former Premier of Hungary; is that correct ? 

Mr. Rurr. Prime Minister, as well as head of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Rusner. Where was Rakosi at this time? ‘ 

Mr. Rurr. As far as I know, Rakosi was in the Soviet Union at the 
time, because when Gero came to power during the night, they quickly 
whisked Rakosi away from his home. 

Mr. Rusner. Did you find anything of interest in Rakosi’s home? 

Mr. Rurr. Yes; I did. I found the most personal documents of 
Rakosi. 

Mr. Rusuer. Do you by any chance have those? 

Mr. Rurr. I have them, yes. 

Mr. Rusner. Could you show them to us, please. Will you just 
describe them briefly, one by one, so that we will know what they are? 

Mr. Rurr. This is the identity card of Rakosi in the so-called Hun- 


garian Workers Party, which is the equivalent of the Hungarian 
Politburo. 


Mr. Rusuer. This is the party card in the politburo? 

Mr. Rurr. This is the party card, with the picture and signature. 
Mr. Rusuer. Not just Rakosi’s card. 

Will you pass this up to the Senator? 
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(The card described above was marked “Exhibit No. 406—A” and is 
reproduced below :) 


Exuisit No. 406—-A 
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Mr. Rusuer. What else do you have? 
Mr. Rorr. This is his membership card to the Hungarian National 
Assembly, with the signature of the President of that Assembly. _ 
(The card described above was marked “Exhibit No, 407” and is 
reproduced below :) 
Exursit No. 407 


Mr. RusHer. What others do you have? 
Mr. Rurr. There are two identity card booklets for his wife, identi- 
fying that she is a member of the Communist Party. It is Feodora 
Osi. 
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(Pages from the identity booklets of Rakosi’s wife were marked 
“Exhibit No. 408” (under her married name) and “Exhibit No. 408-A” 


(under her Russian name) and are reproduced below :) 


Exursit No. 408 
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Exursir No, 408—-A 
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Mr. Rusuer. And I see you have one more there. Will you tell us 
what that is? 

Mr. Rurr. This is a booklet of telephone numbers, marked “Strictly 
confidential,” or “Top secret,” and it is marked “No. 1,” as being No. 1 
of a limited amount of these booklets issued to the heads of the 
secret police. 

Mr. Rusner. What telephone numbers are in that book? 

Mr. Morris. Doesn’t the first page give a further description of 
what that is? 
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What does the cover say, first of all ? 

Mr. Rurr. The cover says, the most important telephone numbers, 
No. 1, on top, it says, “Top secret, Budapest, 1955, the month of May.” 

Mr. Morris. And is there anything on the title page or elsewhere 
which indicates which particular telephone numbers these are? 

Mr. Rurr. It says, important information. It says, the first num- 
ber is, in case of mistake in the ministerial switchboard, in case of 
mistakes at K station, secret section; and then it goes on and gives a 
list of most often used telephone numbers. 

Mr. Morris. Is there anything that identifies these as Communist 
Party functionaries’ telephone numbers? 

Mr. Rurr. No. 1 under these most often used numbers, the political 
party members, state, Minister of Interior, airport, and the sectional 
party leaders, as well as the vacation area of the party on Lake 
Balaton. 

Mr. Morris. Vacation area, did you say ? 

Mr. Rourr. Of the party members. 

Mr. Morris. In other words, those are the vacation telephone num- 
bers? 

Mr. Rurr. The vacation telephone numbers. 

Mr. Rusuer. Let me ask Mr. Ruff these questions. 

This list of telephone numbers in these books, you have had a chance 
to study it; is that correct? 

Mr. Rorr. Yes. 

r. Rusuer. Whose telephone numbers are these, generally speak- 
in 

Mr. Rurr. These are the numbers of, what you might say, the aris- 
tocracy of the Communist Party. They are the members of the Hun- 
garian secret police, the AVH, as well as political organizations. 

Mr. Morris. How many pages are there in that book ? 

Mr. Rurr. There are 68 pages. 

Mr. Morris. And approximately how many names to a page? 

Mr. Rurr. Well, more or less, I would say 6 or 7 names to the page— 
more—9 names to the page, approximately. 

Mr. Morris. So you have between 500 and 1,000 important Hun- 
garian Communist officials? 

Mr. Rorr. With office and home telephone numbers. 

Mr. Rusuer. Senator, I think, in view of the significance of this 
and possibly other documents, we will ask to have them put in the 
record at this point, if you will agree 

Senator JoHNSTON. th hey shall i lesadis a part of the record. 


= .—The leather covers could not be reproduced in readable 
form 
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(The document referred to above was marked “Exhibit No. 409” 
and is reproduced below :) 


Exureir No. 409 
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Mr. Morris. May I have these photostated, and return the original 
documents back to the witness? 

Senator Jounston. Of course, that will be understood, that he can 
have them back. 

Mr. Rusuer. Did re find anything else at Mr. Rakosi’s home or 


villa that would be of interest to the committee? 

Mr. Rurr. Rakosi’s villa was furnished in the greatest luxury. He 
had a private theater, not movie but players. 

Mr. Rusuer. Was there a barracks nearby ? 

Mr. Rorr. On the la unds of the villa there were three build- 
ings amen by the A Farther down the hill, about three or 
four hundred yards away—meters away—there was another a 
ia which was in constant ultrashortwave contact with the villa 
itself. 

Mr. Rusuer. Where exactly was the villa? Can you give us an 
address or description ? 

Mr. Rorr. It was a former cloister for nuns. 

Mr. Rusner. Where; in Budapest? 
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Mr. Rorr. It was in the suburbs of Budapest, on Szechenyi Moun- 
tain. 

Mr. Rusuer. I think you told us yesterday, when we first spoke to 
you, about a bodyguard barracks—will you tell us about that? 

Mr. Rurr. Excuse me. About bodyguards? 

Mr. Rusner. About a barracks for bodyguards. 

Mr. Rurr. In the 3 smaller houses on the same property there were 


sepeuepeiey 130 bodyguards of the secret service. All of them 
lived there all the time. And there were approximately 150 more in 
the other barracks, which were 300 yards away, with radio contact. 

Mr. RusHer. Was there anything in these barracks except the liv- 
ing quarters of the bodyguards? 

Mr. Rorr. In the larger of these buildings, which was off the 
grounds, there were a number of cells, and a small-sized crematorium. 

Mr. Rusuer. A small-sized crematorium ? 

Mr. Rurr. A small-sized crematorium, one person at a time. 
aa Morris. You saw all these things with your own eyes, did you 
not? 

Mr. Rurr. Yes; I did. 

Mr. RusHer. Can you describe the crematorium to us, the small 
crematorium ? 

Mr. Rurr. The crematorium was in the basement of the cloister, 
which adjoined the Rakosi villa, and was probably the former central 
heating apparatus of the building. 

: Mr. Rusuer. Do you happen to know who this crematorium was 
or? 

Mr. Rorr. In the second little slot next to the furnace itself we 
found 12 bodies. These had shown signs of beating, but were obvi- 
ously waiting to be burned. 

r. Rusner. Do you know who these people were or what the par- 
ticular reason or purpose for this crematorium was? 

Mr. Rorr. I don’t know who these people were. As far as I know 
regarding the crematorium, it was to completely erase traces of those 
special prisoners who had been taken for interrogation in this place. 

Mr. Morris. In other words, they were prisoners ? 

Mr. Rurr. They were prisoners. 

Mr. Morris. I wonder if you could tell us, Mr. Ruff, generally, 
what you have been doing since the time of your release ? 

Mr. Rurr. The day after my freeing I investigated this Rakosi 
villa, and already that night the radio was announcing that the Rus- 
sians were occupying the airport. On the next day I started toward 
Austria. 

Mr. Morrts. How long were you in Austria? 

Mr. Rurr. Until the day before yesterday, from the 3d of November 
on. 
Mr. Morris. Have you been interviewing escapees during that 


Mr. Rorr. I talked to a great number of escapees. 

Mr. Morris. Can you estimate how many? 

Mr. Rurr. Several hundred. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Senator Johaston, we have more witnesses here 
today, and there are more who can testify as to concrete details and 
evidence about these mass deportations. Now, this witness today is 
in a particularly good position, because he has talked to many of the 
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people, not only those who have been deported and come back to 
Hungary and ultimately made their way on to Austria, but to many 
others who have firsthand accounts. 

So I would like to offer the testimony of Mr. Ruff on this general 
subject of deportations, and, generally, Russian defections, as an 
overall basis, his testimony being supported by the two witnesses we 
had yesterday, the one other witness whom we will hear today, and 4 or 
5 more who are now ready to testify as to concrete details, 

I wonder, Mr. Ruff, if you can give us an estimate, based on your 
experience of interviewing refugees and escapees, as to how many 
people you believe the Soviet Union has deported, how many Hun- 
garians do you believe the Soviet Union has deported ? 

Mr. Rorr. According to my estimate, about 30,000 people. 

Mr. Morris. Will you give us the basis for your estimate? 

Mr. Rurr. On the basis of day to day talks with different people, 
I found out that there were three centers, jumping-off points, for 
these deportations. One of these was a large baggage area in the 
basement of the East Station in Budapest. The other one was the 
same type of area in the basement of the West Station. The third was 
in the subway station, which is near the South Station of Budapest. 

At these various points the railroadmen knew more or less how 
many had been taken from these collecting points by train. 

Mr. Morris. Have you talked to these railroadmen ? 

Mr. Rourr. I talked to 2 or 3 such railroadmen. 

Mr. Morris. And they have given you estimates ? 

Mr. Rurr. These gave me part of the estimate, and I also talked 
to a lady who had already returned from Russian soil; also, to the 
chief engineer of a machine factory in Miskolc, who was the leader of 
the Workers Congress in the county of Borsod. 

Mr. Morris. Now, both this lady and this chief engineer were actu- 
ally deported to the Soviet Union, and returned ? 

Mr. fon These had both been on Russian soil, and the engineer 
was in prison for 3 weeks in a place called Strij. 

Mr. Morris. Where is that? 

Mr. Rourr. This is in the Ukraine. He was released because the 
county of Borsod is the largest electricity-producing area in Hun- 
gary, and the workers had struck so effectively that the Russians 
thought by releasing him they would pacify the workers. 

Mr. Morris. In other words, he was actually deported, but because 
he was needed back in Hungary he was sent back into the country ? 

Mr. Rurr. He was brought back because the Kadar regime on 
December 15, seeing that py made no headway, had announced 
that it was bringing back the leaders of the old workers councils. 

Mr. Morris. Senator Johnston, we have commenced preliminary 
arrangements to bring this engineer back. His testimony, in addi- 
tion to the other testimony, suggests that there is very strong evi- 
dence that the deportations, which the Soviet delegation has denied 
at the United Nations, have taken place. ‘The chief delegate has 
said that there were no deportations, has flatly denied it. 

Mr. Rusher reminds us it was not the chief delegate who made the 
denial, but the Foreign Minister. And all of this suggests that his 
denial is completely without foundation. And as I say, we are trying 
to arrange for this chief engineer, who has been over to the Soviet 
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Union and is now in Austria, to be brought over to the United States 
and testify, to complete our record on this subject. 

Senator Jonnston. I think it is very important that we have him 
here, and also the witness who has testified today has brought us some 
information which shows the beastly methods that the Communists use 
in getting evidence. When I think of that, and I think of our way 
over here, when the only thing you have to do is say, “I ask that I be 

iven my privileges under the fifth amendment”—over here that is 
the only thing you have to say, and that is the last of it. 

Mr. Morris. Now, is there any other evidence that you can give 
us, ip or indirect, about the question of Soviet deportations, Mr. 
Ru 

Mr. Rorr. I talked to a railroad worker from the railroad station 
in Miskole who had seen sealed railroad cars from which young people 
had slipped pieces of paper out through the cracks. One Gicidaan 
fighter who had come out to the West told me of having attacked 
trains in the vicinity of Hatvan, and having freed the deportees from 
the railroad cars. 

Mr. Morris. These people actually were on their way to the Soviet 
Union ? 

Mr. Rurr. They were on their way. 

Senator Jounstron. Give the location of this city, too, for their 
information. 

Mr. Rorr. It is approximately 65 kilometers east of Budapest. 

Senator Jounston. Now, for the record, too, I think we should in- 
sert that a kilometer is about six-tenths of a mile. 

Mr. Rorr. Also, railroadmen who were working at the frontier rail- 
road station of Zahony told of having seen a number of bands going 
through into the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Mr. Ruff, could you tell us also about your ob- 
servations and what you have known, directly or indirectly, about 
the Russian defections from the Soviet Army ? 

Mr. Rurr. In the city of Pecs, an entire division of Soviet soldiers 
went up into the Mecsek Mountains, where to this day the freedom 
fighters are holding out. The city commander of Miskole refused to 
shoot at the demonstrators when they demonstrated in the city, and 
when he was called to account by his superiors for this he committed 
suicide by shooting himself in the head. 

Mr. Morris. Could you estimate the number of troops under his 
command ? 

Mr. Rurr. Several thousand men. 

I talked to a freedom fighter who spent 3 weeks in the mountains 
of Borzsony, approximately 13 to 14 thousand partisans are in those 
mountains; approximately 1,200 of them are Russian soldiers. Those 
Russians who had been in Hungary for a long time and who were of 


the white race were so scones to the Hungarians that, for a loaf of 


bread, they very often gave their rifles. The Russians had so little 
confidence in these soldiers who had been in Hungary for a long time 
and who were of the white race, that from as far as 10,000 miles away 
they brought new forces who were of the yellow race. 

At the airport of Thokol there was an armed conflict between the 
Russians of the white race and the Russians of the yellow race, -who 
had newly arrived, npproximately 80 Russian dead. 

That is all I know. 
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Mr. Morris. Now, was there anything in conclusion, Mr. Ruff, that 
you would like to tell the subcommittee, knowing what our objective 
is at this particular time, to get evidence about the nature of the Com- 
munist organization ¢ 

Mr. Rurr. If I may, I would like to tell in a few sentences what I 
think is the meaning of the Hungarian revolt, and what it means for 
the future. 

Senator Jounston. You may proceed. 

Mr. Rurr. The conclusion I draw, and I see, from having talked to 
them, is drawn by most of the escapees, is that the Hungarian revolu- 
tion has exploded the myth of Communist peptone. 

What was the myth? According to the signs, one thought that in 
Hungary there were a great number of Communists, and that the 
Soviet orbit is completely unified. The Communist system was to 
establish this feeling regarding the number of Communists upon a 
system of fear and hate. On the international plane, some sort of 
conflict, international conflict or war, had to be used, because otherwise 
there would have been no object or excuse for the war or peace, the 
fight for peace. 

On the national level, a certain class had to be constantly hated and 
persecuted. This is what is known as class war, because otherwise 
the atmosphere of hate and fear cannot be created. 

For example, within a firm or factory there was never only 1 leader 
in the factory, but 3 together. dntonaiinen’ three it was never clarified 
which one was the supreme one. In fact, neither of these 3 were con- 
vinced Communists, but they pretended they were such because they 
were afraid that the other of the 3 might be one. 

It is on this basis of mutual fear that the entire system was built 


upon a pinpoint, whereby everybody had a feeling that everybody 
else was a Communist. 

In the revolt, in the rebellion, when we were face to face with S, 
we realized that the come we had been afraid of as being a Com- 


munist turned out to be not a Communist at all, and we saw that in 
Hungary there were, in effect, no Communists. There was no class 
war or brother-to-brother war in Hungary before the war. 

In 1 day after the revolt had broken out, the entire Hungarian 
Army and the entire Hungarian police had joined the Hungarian side, 
ae for those who were compromised by having blood on their 
1ands. 

As it turned out, those young people whom the Communists had 
raised and educated turned out to be the greatest enemies of the system. 
And against the Workers Party, which is in effect the Communist 
Party, it was the factories and worker areas which presented the 
greatest resistance. 

Actually, the Hungarians only fought against Russians. When 
they came to close quarters with the Russians in battle they realized 
that the Russians were weak, they were not unified, and that the 
Hungarians had no reason to fear . I think that the only people 
who are afraid of the Russians are those who are too far away to 
really know them. 

There were 12-year-old children who attacked tanks with bombs, 
and they were not afraid, and today no one is afraid of the Russians 
in Hungary. 
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This Russian myth was built on a monumental and historical bluff, 
because, as Goebbels said, “If we lie, then we have to make it a very 
big lie.” 

it has now been proved that the Russians were no match for the 
Hungarian problem, and that is why I see a great future for Hungary, 
because the Hungarians have not only got the strength for armed 
resistance, as has been shown in the 1948 freedom fight, they succeeded 
in passively resisting through 18 years—— 

Mr. Morris. From 1948—— 

Mr. Rurr. I meant—compared to the freedom fight of 1848, where 
it was passive. 

That is why the escapees all voice their expectancy of western sup- 
port for them, not by arms but through at least such an effective 
blockade that the Russians should finally realize how alone they are 
in the world, because the Hungarian nation is at this point completely 
unified, and as far as I am concerned it is still a completely open 
question. 

Mr. Morris. Tell me this, Mr. Ruff: What has happened to the 500 
to 1,000 Communists whose names appear in this book that is now in 
the record ? 

Mr. Rurr. One cannot say for certain. I know of certain individual 
eases. But partly, they have been taken to the Soviet Union, partly 
they are still functioning in Hungary, having been missed in the con- 
fusion and turmoil, and partly—some of them have been killed, too. 

Mr. Morris. So it is your estimate that a few Communists, 500 to 
1,000, really in effect ran Hungary? 

Mr. Rurr. By all means. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, there will be other interesting aspects of this 
witness’ testimony. I suggest that we have a session this afternoon 
where Mr. Rusher can make a record with this witness, and at some 
time we can put that into the public record. 

Senator Jounston. That will be agreed to. 

Mr. Morris. There is so much valuable information, and even evi- 
dence that we have, we would like to get it in the record, and I know 
that your time is short this morning. 

Senator Jounston. I notice that you testified that the Russian 
ae would do most anything for a little food—is that your state- 
ment 

Mr. Rurr. By all means. 

Senator Jounston. We had testimony to that effect yesterday. Do 
you mean to say that Russia does not feed her soldiers? 

Mr. Rurr. Those Russian units which had been in Hungary re- 
ceived practically no supplies from home, and their entire existence 
was based on what they could collect in Hungary, or from Hungary. 

Senator Jounston. I am glad to hear that, for this reason: There 
has been a great deal of criticism in the United States about our sur- 
plus foodstuffs. And reading in the papers, I have also found that 
there are dire necessities in Russia as far as food is concerned. I have 
never known any nation to win any war on an empty stomach. And 
for that reason I believe that our surpluses, though there may be a 
few million dollars, are.far better spent, probably, than some money 
even on airplanes and things that are important for warfare. ; 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Ruff, will you make yourself available to have 
a session with us sometime this afternoon ? 
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Mr. Rurr. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, I would like to thank this witness; he has 
come a long way to testify. 

Do you expect to go back to Vienna, Mr. Ruff ¢ 

Mr. Rorr. If I get a chance to study at some university here, then 
I would probably stay, would like to stay. 

Mr. Morris. Thank you very much. 

Senator Jounston. We certainly thank you for coming and giving 
this information. 

Mr. Morris. If you could swear in this next witness for us, I know 
that he can give us more concrete details about the deportation that 
we are interested in at this particular time. 

Senator, this next witness, again, like the 2 witnesses yesterday, and 
2 who appeared earlier, is a man who has relatives in Hungary, and 
for fear of reprisals against them he has asked that his identity not 
be established, and that his photograph not appear in the press. 
Therefore, he has come here with one of those surgical masks that 
we have been using for this purpose. 

Senator Jounsron. Will you come around and be sworn, under 
those conditions. Raise your right hand. 

Do you solemnly swear that the evidence you give to this commit- 
teé will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
help you God? 

Mr. Busos. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF LEXI BUBOS (A FICTITIOUS NAME SUPPLIED BY 
THE WITNESS), THROUGH AN INTERPRETER, LASZLO HADIK, 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Mr. Morris. You have come here this morning from Ohio, have 
you not ? 

Mr. Bupos. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. And how long have you been in the United States? 

Mr. Busos. A week and a half. 

Mr. Morris. You had joined the freedom fighters, had you not, in 
the recent rebellion against the Soviet occupation in Hungary? 

Mr. Busos. Yes. I took part, armed part, in the rebellion. 

Mr. Morris. I wonder if you could tell us from your own experi- 
ence and from the experience that you may have gleaned from your 
associations, what evidence that you know of that the Soviet Union 
has been deporting Hungarians to the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Busos. I took part in a successful armed attempt to free two 
carloads of youths at the east station in Budapest. 

Mr. Morris. Will you tell us about that? 

Mr. Buzos. We found out that, at the east station, there were these 
carloads of Hungarians locked up, and that Russian soldiers were 
guarding these cars. Thereupon a 30-man contingent of ours, armed 
with submachine guns and hand grenades, surrounded these railroad 
cars. And after a short battle, we had killed the Russians and freed 
the youths. 

Mr. Morris. How many youths were freed ? 

Mr. Busos, Spprosipesty eight. to nine hundred were involved. 

Mr. Morris. Now, they were on their way to the Soviet Union ? 
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Mr. Busos. They were, as far as I know, directed towards Russia, 
because on the railroad cars the ticket of the destination had already 
been glued on the side. 

Mr. Morris. And what was that ticket on the side? 

Mr. Busos. The ticket had said that they were destined to cross the 
border at Zahony. 

Mr. Morris. ‘That is the border between Hungary and the Soviet 
Union? 

Mr. Busos. And the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Morris. And you say they numbered eight to nine hundred? 

Mr. Busos. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. And you personally participated in freeing the 800? 

Mr. Busos. I didn’t take personal part, because I was detailed some- 
where else, but I did talk to those people who had done it. 

Senator Jounsron. It is a rule of the railroad that you have to have 
stamped on the boxcars when they cross over from Hungary into 
Soviet Russia; isn’t that true? 

Mr. Busos. Each railroad car has got a certain space prearranged 
for its destination, where its destination is marked, and this was such 
a piece of paper glued on there. 

Mr, Morris. Now, will you tell us any other experience you may 
have had on that subject ? 

Mr. Busos. I talked to railroadmen who had personally sabotaged 
such attempts to take Hungarians out of the country. They did this 
by blowing up the switches in the railroad yard, and by then freeing 
those who were locked in the cars. For this purpose they were not— 
they didn’t have any confidence in the Russians who had been in 
Hungary before, they used the ones which they had recently brought 
to Hungary. 

The Russians who were collecting these Hungarians would whistle 
at the Hungarian, and if the Hungarian didn’t immediately stop, then 
they would just shoot him on the spot. 

hat is approximately all I know on the deportation. 

Mr. Morris. Now, can you tell us what you know about Russian 
defections from the Soviet army ? 

Mr. Busos, I was at the verenathianiy youth headquarters in Buda, 
which is the western half of Budapest, and we got the direct report 
of the incident which happened in the town of Gyor. 

Mr. Morris. What was that incident? 

Mr. Busos. The incident of the two to three thousand Russians hav- 
eo the Hungarians in town. 

; as Jounston. That is just at the suburbs, is it, about 5 or 6 
miles 

Mr. Busos. No; that is the western half of Budapest, the western 
half of the river. 

Senator Jonx ston. Three thousand that left from there? 

Mr. Busos. Ne. The 3,000 had joined the Hungarians in the 
town of Gyér, and that incident—— 

Senator Jonnston. How far is that from Budapest ? 

Mr. Busos. It is approximately 160 kilometers. 

And we, being at the headquarters, received that announcement 
from Gyr. 

These Russians had gone to the Hungarian workers councils and 
said that since the revolution had been successful they were requesting 





3302 SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 


that they be allowed to settle in that town and to earn their livings 
in an honest way. The head of the workers council thereupon told 
them to return to their barracks and to wait, that they would be noti- 
fied in which way to proceed. 

It was in their barracks that they were caught when the newly 
arrived Russians attacked the city, and they, too, were attacked by 
these newly arrived Russian troops. 

Part of this group immediately took up its arms to fight the newly 
arrived Russians, and part of them gave themselves up in the con- 
fusion. That part which had continued to fight is still with the 
Hungarians in the mountains around Gydor. 

The Hungarian city commander had received orders—this Russian 
commander of the garrison had received orders from the newly arrived 
Russians to shoot at the railroad factory, and he announced that he 
would not shoot at Hungarians, and committed suicide. 

Mr. Morris. Is that the same incident that Mr. Ruff testified to 
earlier ? 

Mr. Busos. I am not certain, but this I know came from Gydr, 
because that is what I was in contact with. 

Mr. Morris. Maybe you were out of the room when he testified as to 
that particular incident, 

Now, is there anything else on this whole subject of Russian defec- 
tions and Russians fighting against the Soviet Army ? 

Mr. Buros. The other incident is that of the air force pilots in the 
town of Kecskemet. 

Mr. Morris. Will you tell us about that? 

Excuse me. Before you answer that question, I wonder if you 
would give us the assumed name that you have agreed to appear under 
here today. 

Mr. Busos. The assumed name is Lexi Bubos. 

Mr. Morris. That is for the purpose of identifying him and dis- 
tinguishing him from other witnesses, Senator. 

Proceed. 

Mr. Busos. This incident took place after the Hungarian Air Force 
had given the Russians an ultimatum that if they did not retreat, or 
if they moved forward, they would immediately be bombed, and his 
incident took place—this ultimatum could never be carried out, because 
they were betrayed by the Russian wife of the Hungarian commander, 
who had gotten wind of it. 

Mr. Morris. And you say they betrayed the whole movement? 

Mr. Busos. Before then, the Russians who had surrounded the air- 
field had not shot at the Hungarians, but when this betrayal took 
place then the newly arrived Russians did. 

And on the recond day of the revolt, on the corner of Korut and 
Rakosi, the Russians, after we had succeeded in talking to them, got 
out of their armored cars and told us to take them and go on our 
way. 

Mr. Morris. In other words, the Russian soldiers just turned their 
armored cars over to your freedom fighters? 

Mr. Busos. There were some who stayed in their armored cars, or 
tanks, but most of them out and ed them to us. 

Senator Jonnston. The ones that turned the cars over to you, were 
they the soldiers that kad been in Hungary for some time, or were they 
the new soldiers that came in? 
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Mr. Busos. These were those who had been in Hungary for a time. 

Mr. Morris. In other words, then, there is considerable opposition 
on the part of elements within the Red army to communism! 

Mr. Busos. Within those Russians troops, particularly those which 
had been in Hungary for a time, there is great opposition to the 
system and the regime, because they had a taste of the western culture, 
and they had also had a taste of what it was to be free. 

Mr. Morris. And, in fact, is it not true that there is more opposi- 
tion being expressed and given to communism right now by the Red 
army than there is in the rest? 

Mr. Busos. Particularly in the crack units of the Soviet army. 

Mr. Morris. You mean, in their best units there is more opposition 
to communism than in some of the others? 

Mr. Busos. More concrete opposition than in the rest. 

Mr. Morris. I think that covers pretty generally the information 
that we have gone over, now, does it not? 

Mr. Busos. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. And you have answered particularly with respect to 
those two points, have you not, now, the defections and the depor- 
tations ? 

Mr. Busos. One other point I would like to mention is an eyewit- 
ness account of Russians shooting defenseless Hungarians. 

Mr. Morris. Will you tell us that? 

Mr. Busos. The one incident is on Korut Street, I was standing 
there when a Russian tank slowly moved down the street, one Hun- 
garian had just looked out the window, without having arms or with- 
out being belligerent, and the Russian tank immediately shot at the 
window with its cannon. 

The other incident was when the Hungarian demonstrators were 
taking the Red Star off the technical university, and they were un- 
armed, and they, too, were fired upon by the secret police—by the 
Russians. 

The third incident is when about 150 Hungarians had lined up at 
a bakery waiting for bread, and the Russians shot at the whole length 
of the line with machineguns, so that there were a number of dead and 
wounded, . 

Mr. Morris. And these three episodes you experienced with your 
own eyes? 

Mr. Busos. These I saw with my own eyes. 

Mr. Morris. And you are giving sworn testimony here today to 
that ? 

Mr. Bunos. Yes, I swear that that is true. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, this whole transcript should be turned over 
to Ambassador Lodge, should it not? 

Senator Jounsron. It is understood that all the testimony we 
have had concerning this situation and that in Austria shall be turned 
over to the Ambassador, Henry Cabot Lodge, who is now with the 
United Nations. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, I would like to put in the record at this point 
a news clipping of the story that originated in Geneva yesterday to 
the effect that the Swiss Government has apprehended a spy ring in 
Switzerland, and according to the news reports, the man who was at 
the head of it, Emeric Pehr, was the counselor to the Hungarian Lega- 
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tion in Berne from 1951 to 1955. So, a Hungarian official was the 
head of that spy ring in Switzerland, according to this report. 


I would like to have this report put in the record at this time, 
Senator. 


Senator Jounston. This shall be put in the record, as a part of 
the record. I think it is pretty important that we have that. 


(The newspaper clipping referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 
410” and reads as follows:) 


ExurisitT No, 410 
[New York Times, December 19, 1956] 
HUNGARIAN Spies Reportep CavuGut 


SWISS CHARGE BAND HEADED BY DIPLOMAT USED REFUGEES TO GET NATO DATA 
Special to the New York Times 


GeNeEvA, December 18.—An espionage network headed by Mate Vegh, second 
secretary of the Hungarian Legation in Bern has been smashed, the Swiss Gov- 
ernment announced today. 

According to René Dubois, Swiss attorney general, the network was assigned 
to get information on military preparations in the Atlantic Pact countries neigh- 
boring Switzerland, with especial emphasis on Italy. 

Mr. Vegh left Switzerland in September. He tried to return yesterday and was 
expelled, a Government communiqué said. 

Two women assistants of Mr. Vegh were arrested, it added. One of them 
already has been expelled from Switzerland. The other, a Hungarian who gained 
Swiss nationality through marriage, will be brought to trial in a Federal court 
in Neuchatel. 

The names of the women were not disclosed in the communiqué. However, 
the Attorney General said later that one of them was an Italian who had acted 
primarily as a courier for the espionage ring. 

The spy network recruited Hungarian refugees in Switzerland as agents by 
blackmailing them with threats against their families in Hungary, the com- 
muniqué added. 

According to the attorney general, the spy network was formed several years 
ago by Emeric Pehr, counselor at the Hungarian legation in Bern from 1951 
to 1955. ” 

No details were available today on the number of persons involved in the net- 
work. The Swiss communiqué gave only fragmentary information and the 
Hungarian legation in Bern refused to comment on the case. 

Despite Mr. Vegh’s cunning efforts, no harm wag done to Switzerland’s secu- 
rity, the Swiss communiqué said. 

The first suggestions that Hungarian agents were operating in Switzerland 
came from reports by the Swiss Red Cross. These reports said that at least 
one informer had been found among the Hungarian refugees brought here for 
temporary asylum from Austria. 

Although Swiss counterespionage agents were aware of the spy ring and made 
arrests secretly, their work was kept secret until today to permit further investi- 
gations. 


Senator Jonnston. Another thing, as you know, Mr. Morris, we 
have been studying about money coming through from Switzerland, 
and we can’t find out where the billions are coming from, so we will 
have to watch the situation in Switzerland very closely. 

Mr. Morris. For your information, we are trying to summarize 
all our information on that point for our annual report, Senator. 

Is there anything else you would like to tell us? I know you want to 
get back. You have just gotten a job in Ohio, have you not? 

Mr. Busos. I am draftsman at the factory in Ohio. 

Mr. Morris. We won’t identify you further. 
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We want to thank you for coming and giving us this valuable evi- 
dence. Thank you very much. 

Senator Jounston. We certainly thank you. 

Mr. Morris. At the conclusion, I would like to mention that we are 
trying to arrange for John Santo, who was an American Communist 
who was deported to Hungary, we are trying to arrange for his being 
brought to the country, but we are experiencing difficulties. However, 
we do know that Mrs. Santo has come into the country, and we are 
trying to talk to her, to learn more of the facts in trying to solve the 
particular problem in this case. 

I will, Senator, as we indicated earlier, make arrangement to bring 
the engineer whom Mr. Ruff mentioned in his testimony to the United 
States at an early time to give amplifying testimony on this subject. 

Senator Jounston. Anything else? 

Mr. Morrts. I have nothing more, Senator. 

Senator Johnston. The committee is adjourned, subject to the call 
of the Chair. 


(Whereupon, at 12:35 p. m., the subcommittee adjourned, subject 
to the call of the Chair.) 
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